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RegDescription: On the southern fall of the Otway Ranges Cool Temperate Rainforest occurs in steeply dissected gullies and valleys, which 
represent the wettest and most sheltered niches available.  It occupies extensive Riverine terraces.  On the northern fall of 
the Ranges this EVC is restricted to the headwaters of streams near the main divide where rainfall is highest and cloud 
cover most persistent.  Altitudes are low and average annual rainfall is high.  Generally soils are deep, well structured, 
reddish clays and sandy clay loams high in organic content, but on alluvial terraces they are chocolate brown to grey silts 
and silty clay loams.  The overstorey is usually well developed Myrtle Beech to 30m tall.  The understorey is dominated by 
a dense canopy of Soft Tree-fern along with a diversity of understorey trees and tall, mesic shrubs including Prickly 
Currant-bush, Austral Mulberry, Banyalla, Musk Daisy-bush and Blackwood.  The rare Slender Tree-fern and rare Skirted 
Tree-fern are also commonly present.  This EVC is characterized by the diversity and abundance of obligate epiphytes or 
species that are epiphytic at crucial stages in their life cycle.  This includes vascular species (predominantly ferns) and non-
vascular species (mosses, liverworts and lichens).  The usual epiphytic substrates are the caudexes (‘trunk’ or stem) of 
Soft tree-fern and the trunks of Myrtle Beech.  Epiphytic ferns are particularly prominent and include Leathery Shield-fern, 
Kangaroo Fern, Austral Filmy Fern, Shiny Filmy Fern, Common Filmy Fern, Narrow Filmy Fern, Common Finger-fern, 
Weeping Spleenwort, Mother Spleenwort, the rare Ground Spleenwort and Veined Bristle-fern. The ground stratum is 
dominated by ground ferns with the occasional forb.  Ferns include Mother Shield-fern, Ray Water-fern, Lance Water-fern, 
Austral Lady-fern  and the rare Bristly Shield-fern.  Shade Nettle is commonly present.  Cool Temperate Rainforest in the 
Otway Ranges contains a number of Nationally and Statewide listed rare and vulnerable species.

Notes:

Cool Temperate Rainforest

EVCSubGroupNo: 10.1

EVCType: EVC

CCMA

SimilarEVCs:
Associated EVCs:

Rainfall (Ave or Range): 1000-1500mm Altitude: 250-350m Soils: various

SubGroupName: Rainforests

CVU Character Species VP Character Species

OP Character Species WP Character Species

OR Character Species

AROT/VROT/Freq.

AROT/VROT/Freq.

AROT/VROT/Freq. AROT/VROT/Freq.

AROT/VROT/Freq.

The EVC has been recorded in the following localities and sub-
catchments in the CCMA region

EVCGroupNo: 10 GroupName: Rainforests

Species only recorded for this EVC AROT/VROT

Acacia melanoxylon Blackwood 0.74
Asplenium appendiculatum ssp. a Ground Spleenwort r 0.34
Asplenium bulbiferum ssp. gracilli Mother Spleenwort 0.69
Asplenium flaccidum ssp. flaccidu Weeping Spleenwort 0.35
Australina pusilla ssp. muelleri Shade Nettle 0.59
Blechnum chambersii Lance Water-fern 0.63
Blechnum fluviatile Ray Water-fern 0.47
Blechnum wattsii Hard Water-fern 0.85
Carex appressa Tall Sedge 0.36
Clematis aristata Mountain Clematis 0.61
Coprosma quadrifida Prickly Currant-bush 0.87
Crepidomanes venosum Veined Bristle-fern 0.65
Ctenopteris heterophylla Gipsy Fern 0.33
Dicksonia antarctica Soft Tree-fern 0.98
Diplazium australe Austral Lady-fern 0.28
Grammitis billardierei Common Finger-fern 0.78
Hedycarya angustifolia Austral Mulberry 0.88
Histiopteris incisa Bat's Wing Fern 0.3
Hymenophyllum australe Austral Filmy Fern 0.71
Hymenophyllum cupressiforme Common Filmy Fern 0.58
Hymenophyllum flabellatum Shiny Filmy Fern 0.52
Hymenophyllum rarum Narrow Filmy Fern 0.37
Lastreopsis acuminata Shiny Shield-fern 0.4
Microsorum pustulatum ssp. pust Kangaroo Fern 0.95
Nothofagus cunninghamii Myrtle Beech 0.67
Olearia argophylla Musk Daisy-bush 0.73
Pittosporum bicolor Banyalla 0.68
Polystichum proliferum Mother Shield-fern 0.73
Rumohra adiantiformis Leathery Shield-fern 0.85
Tetrarrhena juncea Forest Wire-grass 0.26
Uncinia tenella Delicate Hook-sedge 0.43
Urtica incisa Scrub Nettle 0.28

AIRE VALLEY Otway Ranges (OR)Southern Otway
APOLLO BAY Otway Ranges (OR)Southern Otway
BARRAMUNGA Otway Ranges (OR)Gellibrand
BARRAMUNGA Otway Ranges (OR)Upper Barwon
BEECH FOREST Otway Ranges (OR)Gellibrand
BEECH FOREST Otway Ranges (OR)Southern Otway
CAPE OTWAY Otway Ranges (OR)Southern Otway
GLENAIRE Otway Ranges (OR)Southern Otway
JOHANNA Otway Ranges (OR)Gellibrand
JOHANNA Otway Ranges (OR)Southern Otway

Sarcochilus australis Butterfly Orchid
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CCMA Master Species list for EVC

KENNETT RIVER Otway Ranges (OR)Southern Otway
LAVERS HILL Otway Ranges (OR)Gellibrand
LAVERS HILL Otway Ranges (OR)Southern Otway
MOUNT SABINE Otway Ranges (OR)Southern Otway
SKENES CREEK NORTH Otway Ranges (OR)Southern Otway
TANYBRYN Otway Ranges (OR)Gellibrand
TANYBRYN Otway Ranges (OR)Southern Otway
WYELANGTA Otway Ranges (OR)Gellibrand
WYELANGTA Otway Ranges (OR)Southern Otway

Climbers WaterReveg'n StructuralAROTS: VROTS: OP/ OR/ VP/ WP/ CVU
Asplenium flaccidum ssp. flaccidum Weeping Spleenwort Epiphyte 0.35

Billardiera longiflora var. longiflora Purple Apple-berry Climber

Clematis aristata Mountain Clematis Climber 0.61

Crepidomanes venosum Veined Bristle-fern Epiphyte 0.65

Hymenophyllum australe Austral Filmy Fern Epiphyte 0.71

Hymenophyllum cupressiforme Common Filmy Fern Epiphyte 0.58

Hymenophyllum flabellatum Shiny Filmy Fern Epiphyte 0.52

Hymenophyllum rarum Narrow Filmy Fern Epiphyte 0.37

Microsorum pustulatum ssp. pustulatum Kangaroo Fern Epiphyte 0.95

Parsonsia brownii Twining Silkpod Climber

Rumohra adiantiformis Leathery Shield-fern Epiphyte 0.85

Sarcochilus australis Butterfly Orchid Epiphyte

Tmesipteris elongata ssp. elongata Slender Fork-fern vEpiphyte

Tmesipteris obliqua Long Fork-fern Epiphyte

Grasses/Sedges WaterReveg'n StructuralAROTS: VROTS: OP/ OR/ VP/ WP/ CVU
* Agrostis capillaris Brown-top Bent Medium Tussock grass/sedge

* Agrostis capillaris var. aristata Brown-top Bent Medium Tussock grass/sedge

* Aira caryophyllea Silvery Hair-grass Small grass/sedge

* Anthoxanthum odoratum Sweet Vernal-grass Medium Tussock grass/sedge

Carex appressa Tall Sedge Large Tussock grass/sedge 0.36

* Holcus lanatus Yorkshire Fog Large grass/sedge

Isolepis inundata Swamp Club-sedge Small Tussock grass/sedge

Juncus pauciflorus Loose-flower Rush Medium Tussock grass/sedge

Juncus planifolius Broad-leaf Rush Small Tussock grass/sedge

Lepidosperma elatius Tall Sword-sedge Large Tussock grass/sedge

Luzula meridionalis Common Woodrush Small Tussock grass/sedge

Tetrarrhena juncea Forest Wire-grass Large grass/sedge 0.26

Uncinia tenella Delicate Hook-sedge Small grass/sedge 0.43

Groundcovers (not grass-like) WaterReveg'n StructuralAROTS: VROTS: OP/ OR/ VP/ WP/ CVU
Acaena novae-zelandiae Bidgee-widgee Medium Forb/Herb

Asplenium appendiculatum ssp. appendiculatum Ground Spleenwort rTufted Ground Fern 0.34

Asplenium bulbiferum ssp. gracillimum Mother Spleenwort Tufted Ground Fern 0.69

Asplenium flabellifolium Necklace Fern Tufted Ground Fern

Australina pusilla ssp. muelleri Shade Nettle Medium Forb/Herb 0.59

Austrocynoglossum latifolium Forest Hound's-tongue Medium Forb/Herb

Blechnum chambersii Lance Water-fern Tufted Ground Fern 0.63

Blechnum fluviatile Ray Water-fern Tufted Ground Fern 0.47

Blechnum nudum Fishbone Water-fern Tufted Ground Fern

Blechnum wattsii Hard Water-fern Rhizomatous Ground Fern 0.85

* Callitriche stagnalis Common Starwort Prostrate or Mat-forming Forb/

* Cardamine hirsuta s.l. Common Bitter-cress Medium Forb/Herb

* Cerastium glomeratum s.l. Common Mouse-ear Chickweed Medium Forb/Herb

Chiloglottis cornuta Green Bird-orchid Small Forb/Herb

* Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle Large Forb/Herb

Ctenopteris heterophylla Gipsy Fern Tufted Ground Fern 0.33

Cyathea australis Rough Tree-fern Tree Fern

Cyathea cunninghamii Slender Tree-fern R vTree Fern

Cyathea X marcescens Skirted Tree-fern vTree Fern

Dennstaedtia davallioides Lacy Ground-fern Rhizomatous Ground Fern

Dianella tasmanica Tasman Flax-lily Medium Forb/Herb
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Dicksonia antarctica Soft Tree-fern Tree Fern 0.98

Diplazium australe Austral Lady-fern Tufted Ground Fern 0.28

Euchiton collinus s.s. Creeping Cudweed Medium Forb/Herb

Euchiton involucratus s.s. Star Cudweed Medium Forb/Herb

Geranium potentilloides Cinquefoil Cranesbill Medium Forb/Herb

Grammitis billardierei Common Finger-fern Tufted Ground Fern 0.78

Grammitis magellanica ssp. nothofageti Beech Finger-fern vTufted Ground Fern

Histiopteris incisa Bat's Wing Fern Rhizomatous Ground Fern 0.3

Huperzia varia Long Clubmoss vMedium Forb/Herb

Hydrocotyle hirta Hairy Pennywort Medium Forb/Herb

* Hypericum androsaemum Tutsan Large Forb/Herb

* Hypochoeris radicata Cat's Ear Large Forb/Herb

Hypolepis amaurorachis Austral Ground-fern Rhizomatous Ground Fern

Hypolepis rugosula Ruddy Ground-fern Rhizomatous Ground Fern

Lastreopsis acuminata Shiny Shield-fern Tufted Ground Fern 0.4

Lastreopsis hispida Bristly Shield-fern rRhizomatous Ground Fern

* Leucanthemum vulgare Ox-eye Daisy Large Forb/Herb

Lobelia pedunculata s.l. Matted Pratia Prostrate or Mat-forming Forb/

* Lotus corniculatus Bird's-foot Trefoil Medium Forb/Herb

* Lotus uliginosus Greater Bird's-foot Trefoil Medium Forb/Herb

Pellaea falcata s.l. Sickle Fern Tufted Ground Fern

Polystichum proliferum Mother Shield-fern Tufted Ground Fern 0.73

Pteridium esculentum Austral Bracken Rhizomatous Ground Fern

* Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup Medium Forb/Herb

* Rubus fruticosus spp. agg. Blackberry Scrambler

Sambucus gaudichaudiana White Elderberry Medium Forb/Herb

Senecio glomeratus Annual Fireweed Large Forb/Herb

* Senecio jacobaea Ragwort Large Forb/Herb

Senecio linearifolius Fireweed Groundsel Large Forb/Herb

Senecio minimus Shrubby Fireweed Large Forb/Herb

Senecio pinnatifolius Variable Groundsel Large Forb/Herb

Senecio velleioides Forest Groundsel Large Forb/Herb

Stellaria flaccida Forest Starwort Medium Forb/Herb

Sticherus lobatus Spreading Fan-fern Rhizomatous Ground Fern

Sticherus tener s.l. Silky Fan-fern Rhizomatous Ground Fern

Sticherus tener s.s. Tasman Fan-fern rRhizomatous Ground Fern

Urtica incisa Scrub Nettle Large Forb/Herb 0.28

Veronica notabilis Forest Speedwell Medium Forb/Herb

Viola hederacea s.l. Ivy-leaf Violet Medium Forb/Herb

Shrubs WaterReveg'n StructuralAROTS: VROTS: OP/ OR/ VP/ WP/ CVU
Coprosma hirtella Rough Coprosma Shrub

Coprosma quadrifida Prickly Currant-bush Shrub 0.87

Olearia lirata Snowy Daisy-bush Shrub

Ozothamnus ferrugineus Tree Everlasting Shrub

Pimelea axiflora Bootlace Bush Shrub

Solanum aviculare Kangaroo Apple Shrub

Tasmannia lanceolata Mountain Pepper Shrub

Trees/Tall Shrubs WaterReveg'n StructuralAROTS: VROTS: OP/ OR/ VP/ WP/ CVU
Acacia melanoxylon Blackwood Small to Medium Tree 0.74

Bedfordia arborescens Blanket-leaf Small to Medium Tree

Correa lawrenceana Mountain Correa Small to Medium Tree

Correa lawrenceana var. latrobeana Mountain Correa Small to Medium Tree

Eucalyptus cypellocarpa Mountain Grey-gum Large Tree

Eucalyptus obliqua Messmate Stringybark Large Tree

Eucalyptus regnans Mountain Ash Large Tree

Hedycarya angustifolia Austral Mulberry Small to Medium Tree 0.88

Lomatia fraseri Tree Lomatia Small to Medium Tree

Nematolepis squamea ssp. squamea Satinwood rSmall to Medium Tree

Notelaea ligustrina Privet Mock-olive Small to Medium Tree
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Nothofagus cunninghamii Myrtle Beech Small to Medium Tree 0.67

Olearia argophylla Musk Daisy-bush Small to Medium Tree 0.73

Pittosporum bicolor Banyalla Small to Medium Tree 0.68

Pomaderris aspera Hazel Pomaderris Small to Medium Tree

Prostanthera lasianthos Victorian Christmas-bush Small to Medium Tree
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