
NEWSLETTER 
AUTUMN 2022 

 
Hey team, 

As you can see, we have been getting busier and busier doing Landcare in the Southern Otways. We’re excited 

to welcome our new Landcare Facilitator, Andrea de Kauwe, and have been going gangbusters learning about 

our amazing ocean life and what we can do to protect it. We’ve got plants coming out our ears at the nursery 

and have been enjoying getting our hands dirty at our various working bees. Hope you enjoy the read, please 

sign up to our mailing list if you haven’t already and look forward to seeing you around the place.       

 

New Landcare Facilitator 

We’d like to welcome Andrea de Kauwe as our new 

Landcare Facilitator. Andrea will be working with 

Oliver to help facilitate SOLN’s growing list of 

activities and projects. Andrea has a background in 

biomedical science, completing her PhD in the 

Microbiology & Immunology Department, The 

University of Melbourne, in 2006.  After a post-

doctoral position in Helsinki, Finland, she returned 

to Australia with a young family and keen desire to 

spend less time in an artificial environment.  She 

moved to the Otways in 2013, converting a 1.5-

acre sheep paddock into a home for her family and 

a haven for birds and Rattus lutreolus (swamp 

rats)! Since moving to the region, she has been 

steadily learning about growing native plants and 

sees this role at Landcare as a wonderful way to 

learn more about the plants of the Otways from all 

our knowledgeable volunteers and long-term 

Otways residents.  Andrea still enjoys reading and 

writing about science, she loves bushwalking with 

her family, and has volunteered extensively 

throughout the community for various groups, 

including Apollo Bay WordFest, where she is one of 

the key organisers.  Andrea also works a day a 

week for the Conservation Ecology Centre, so 

when you can't find her at the Support Centre or 

Landcare office, seek her out at the research base 

at Wildlife Wonders.  She contributes three 

enthusiastic young volunteers to Landcare & one 

husband not shy of manual labour! Andrea can be 

contacted on 0448 555 060 or 

andrea.landcare@soln.org 

 

Otway Ocean Care (OOC) 

Sea Slug Weekend 

OOC, together with the Victorian National Parks 

Association (VNPA), ran a guided snorkel tour 

around the first island at the Marengo Reefs 

Marine Sanctuary to see what sea slugs we could 

find. It was great; over twenty people rocked up so 

it had got a bit of interest. I knew nothing about sea 

slugs but was interested to learn and had invited 

my son and his partner who were visiting that 

weekend. Unfortunately, the guide couldn’t make 

it but we all had an informal snorkel instead. 

Someone lent me a full wet suit because I only had 
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a top and wouldn’t have lasted more than half an 

hour in the conditions, which were a bit cool and 

windy. (I’ve been inspired now and have recently 

got one.)   

I can feel a little anxious when I snorkel in a new 

area, so it was great to have local knowledge 

guiding us. They said the tide was still coming in 

and there was a slight pull to the west, which 

would shift while we were in the water – I 

appreciate that kind of information in case it 

comes in handy.  

 

We buddied up in pairs and set off to the first, 

closest, island on the western side. I started to see 

small dark fish and interesting-looking jelly fish, 

one with what looked like a hot-cross-bun cross on 

its umbrella (Leucothea sp., comb jellies). But it 

was when I saw larger stripey fish and started to 

follow them, that I was led into the deeper water 

and soon realised there is quite a steep shelf on 

which was waving thick mustard-coloured 

seaweed that was roiling this way and that with the 

waves, and providing shelter to the fish, that things 

got really exciting. We saw plenty of fish – large 

and small, and all sorts of colours. I dived down to 

see under the shelf and to follow them – it was very 

beautiful. I would not have been gutsy enough to 

go round the top of the island on my own but with 

others, it felt fine. Oliver took some people to see 

crayfish sheltering under a shelf further round, but 

by that time I was beginning to feel a bit chilly. 

Nevertheless, we followed others up onto the 

island to walk around looking at sea slugs, and 

there was a biologist in the group talking to people. 

Some kids showed us what they looked like, so it 

was knowledge-sharing all round.  

 

I’d do it again anytime! It was so wonderful to see 

and experience what is around this beautiful coast.  

Joy Whitton, Ocean Care volunteer 

Otway Ocean Care Library 

Ocean Care has put together a small library of 

reference books about all things ocean - these are 

all available for our community to borrow. They 

cover a wide variety of topics and levels of interest 

and make for great browsing or to identify all the 

weird and wonderful things you might find in our 

beautiful rock pools, snorkelling or beachcombing.  

We currently have the following books available, 

but hope to add to this as we attract more grants: 

• A Field Guide to the Marine Invertebrates 

of South Australia 

• Ecology of Australian Temperate Reefs - 

the Unique South 

• Fishes of Australia 

• An Introduction to Marine Life (Museum 

Victoria) 

• Shallow Water Sea Stars of Australia 

• Marine Plants of Australia  

• A Photographic Guide to Sea Fishes of 

Australia 

• Photographic Guide to the Seashore  
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• The Seashells of Tasmania: a 

comprehensive guide (2nd Ed.) 

• Australian Marine Shells Volume 1 

• Australian Marine Shells Volume 2 

• A Handbook to Australian seashells 

We also have available to borrow: 

• Underwater camera, Olympus Tough TG-6 

• 2 x kids' and 1 x adult underwater viewer 

/bathyscope to use rock pooling 

These items are currently housed at my home, 13 

Moore Street, Apollo Bay. Just call or text me on 

0417127401 if you'd like to borrow anything.  

Borrowing is FREE to anyone signed up to Otway 

Ocean Care.  However, for use of the camera, we 

ask that people leave their licence details, phone 

number, and a small 'bond' (returned to the lender 

upon return of the camera).  

Vicky Thursfield, Ocean Care volunteer 

 

Seashell Workshop 

Huge kudos to Otway Ocean Care for organising a 

wonderful shell workshop, which was both 

fascinating and great fun! Mike’s presentation in 

the theatre at Wildlife Wonders was thoroughly 

engaging and informative- his passion and 

knowledge are infectious, and I learnt heaps! After 

the presentation, we had a seriously delicious 

morning tea while Mike helped identify shells that 

the workshop participants had brought with them. 

 

The presentation gave the group a great 

framework to take with us when we went to 

Pirates Cove to see what we could find as we 

meandered around the rockpools and the 

shoreline. The final collection, which was lined up 

on the sand for Mike to identify, was really varied, 

and a great demonstration of the wonderful 

diversity of our local marine environment. It was 

such a glorious way to spend a Saturday morning! 

We’re incredibly lucky here in Apollo Bay to have 

the opportunity to learn more about our local 

environment - and have fun at the same time! 

Liz Waters, Otway Ocean Care volunteer 

 

OOC Hoodies 

To celebrate our new logo, OOC are getting 

hoodies! We are working with a local start-up 

clothing business called Above Clothing based in 

Colac.  Any profits made from sales will go directly 



NEWSLETTER 
AUTUMN 2022 

 
back into OOC to run more workshops and 

activities. Hoodies have now been ordered and 

should arrive in June, but if you’d like to beat the 

rush, please contact me and let me know what 

colour you prefer and your sizing (S, M, L, XL, XXL 

etc). Prices are still being finalised but will most 

likely be around the $50 mark. Hope you are all as 

excited as we are about this!       

Georgie Custance, Otway Ocean Care volunteer

 

Seaweed Workshop 

Did you know that there are three types of 

seaweed: green, red and brown? I didn’t, until I 

learnt that and many, many other interesting facts 

about seaweed from Dr Cecilia Biancacci. Cecilia, 

who is doing post-doctoral research at 

Warrnambool, gave us a fascinating presentation 

on seaweed which improved my knowledge 100% 

(albeit from a very low base). Cecilia is researching 

the sustainable commercialisation of seaweed 

which should be a great source of food (and 

revenue) for Australia in the future, if we get it 

right. 

Other facts I learnt: seaweed is algae and not a 

plant. Any “root” systems are actually holdfasts to 

hold the seaweed in place. Rather than 

decomposing like plants and releasing CO2 into the 

atmosphere, most seaweed will drop to the ocean 

floor and hold on to the carbon and help mitigate 

climate change. Despite our extensive opportunity, 

there is very little seaweed cultivation in Australia 

and the vast majority of our seaweed food 

products (think sushi and other Japanese dishes) 

are imported.  

 

After a delicious morning tea, thanks to Wildlife 

Wonders, we relocated to Marengo to check out 

the rock pools to see what seaweed we could 

identify. Heaps of Neptune's Necklace (Hormosira 

banksii) and other varieties such as sea lettuces 

(Ulva sp.) and crayweed (Phyllospora comosa). 

We were also introduced to the fascinating app 

iNaturalist which we are now using extensively. It 

is very useful for identifying things you aren’t 

familiar with – flora, fauna and other life forms – 

and there is an active community behind it that will 

also help confirm identification. I recommend you 

check it out if you don’t already have it, and for any 

marine records please join the Otway Ocean Care 

iNaturalist project. 

After a lunch break, some of the group came back 

together to snorkel at the harbour to look at even 

more seaweed. We didn't attend that part but, 

based on the entries in iNaturalist, there was 

plenty more to discover. A fascinating day and 

many thanks to the organisers. We hope there 

will be more education sessions like this in the 

future. 
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Geoff Schmidt & Helen Cocks 

 

New Coastcare Grant 

I’m Darcy and I’m in the final year of my bachelor’s 

degree of Environmental Science, majoring in 

Wildlife and Conservation, and have been 

fortunate to secure my placement with SOLN, 

primarily working with Otway Ocean Care.  

I was given the opportunity to work with Oliver in 

applying for a Coastcare Community Grant of up to 

$10,000. This required us to design and plan a 

marine-focused project that met Coastcare 

eligibility guidelines and describe it in the proposal. 

The OOC team and I had some ideas for a series of 

presentations on the various phyla of marine 

invertebrates and how to enjoy marine life safely, 

as well as offering courses in free diving and 

underwater photography to members of the 

community.  

The proposal also covered the purchasing of 

equipment (snorkel gear, underwater torches, 

underwater cameras, weight belts etc.), for the 

Otway Ocean Care crew to use and also lend out to 

participants when running activities. We plan to 

purchase the equipment with a bulk order from a 

local store in Apollo Bay, supporting and 

(hopefully) building a relationship with a local 

business. 

If the application is successful, Otway Ocean Care 

will be able to continue to provide the community 

with knowledge, skills and experience, also 

contributing to the local economy and, ultimately, 

encourage a passion for marine conservation. 

Assisting with the grant proposal was a rewarding 

experience that allowed me to gain insight into the 

process of acquiring funding for environmental 

efforts and develop skills in communicating and 

collaborating with other groups (government, non-

for-profit, business, the public). My placement so 

far has provided me with a range of essential skills 

and experience that will be very useful for any 

future employment in environmental work and I 

am excited to continue contributing my time and 

expertise to Otway Ocean Care in the future years. 

Darcy Nugent (Deakin University)  

 

New Federal government grant 

application: Apollo Marine Park 

Knowledge-building & Infrastructure 

Project 

The Apollo Marine Park (AMP) is a place of cold, 

relatively shallow waters and south-westerly 

swells; it has strong tidal flows and an abundance 

of foraging seabirds. It is located south of Cape 

Otway, extending in an L-shape towards Apollo Bay 

about as far as Marengo, but kilometres off the 

coast in Bass Strait. For sailors, this is one of the 

most notorious stretches of water in the world. For 

marine life, it is a rich ecosystem and has recently 
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been described by Deakin University researchers 

as a 'marine biodiversity hotspot' that includes 

corals, sponges, fish communities and the 

commercially important rock lobster.  

 

Due to its distance from the coast, the general 

public know little about the Apollo Marine Park. 

You can’t value something or protect it if you don’t 

know of its existence. This project seeks to address 

this by developing and installing interpretive 

signage for the Apollo Bay/Marengo foreshore that 

describes the environmental, heritage and cultural 

value of the marine park and associated waters. 

This signage will offer visitors a deeper 

appreciation of our beautiful coastal waters, 

providing stopping points of interest along the 

walking trail/route from the Apollo Bay harbour to 

Marengo. 

For locals and visitors desiring further knowledge 

of the natural assets, additional educational 

resources will be developed about our coastal 

waters, including an Otway Ocean Care website 

(linked to the interpretive signage via QR codes) 

and foldable marine guides to accompany people 

on their coastal hiking or beach adventures.  

One of the key features of the Apollo Marine Park 

that can be accessed by people on land is its 

seabird populations. Some albatross, tern and 

petrel species known to frequent these waters are 

listed as endangered or critically endangered. This 

project also seeks to train enthusiastic ‘citizen 

scientists’ in the methodology of bird identification 

and conducting bird surveys, with a particular 

focus on seabirds. We have applied for funds to 

purchase equipment to enable these surveys, as 

well as training workshops to be offered to 

southern Otway residents (at no cost) in order to 

engage their skills in volunteer surveys and data 

collection.  

It is our hope that equipping people with 

knowledge about this incredible marine 

environment will lead to further engagement with 

it, being cognisant of its threats and seeking ways 

to protect it. The scale of our application is 

ambitious, but the project is sectioned into sub-

projects that can function as stand-alone projects 

if partial funding is received.  If successful, this 

project will be delivered through Otway Ocean 

Care and can have far-reaching benefits for the 

AMP because it gifts our local community with the 

educational tools and equipment, they need to be 

actively involved in its conservation monitoring 

and management, as well as its marketing and 

championing. The federal government Marine 

Parks Round 3 grants will be awarded in June. 

 

Andrea de Kauwe, Otway Ocean Care volunteer (& 

now Landcare Facilitator)  

Puerulus Monitoring 

And just like that, another month goes by and it’s 

time to monitor the puerulus at full moon again! 

Meet us at the Apollo Bay harbour pontoon on 

Monday 16th of May at 10:30 am if you fancy a fun 

activity. Come along and learn about all the ocean 

critters we find in the traps, and maybe we might 
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find a wee little crayfish again. Feel free to just 

rock up at the harbour or give Olly a text or call on 

0412 313 216 to confirm. 

Georgie Custance, Otway Ocean Care Volunteer 

 

The Shrub Club Community 

Nursery (SSCN) 

The nursery has been going gangbusters with 

almost 20,000 local native plants grown and 

sold/ordered this year and a host of happy 

volunteers each week. We’ve also started growing 

local native ferns which are available for sale and 

revegetation projects. The nursery is open for plant 

sales from 9am-3pm on Wednesdays or by 

appointment. Contact Oliver for more details or to 

go on the mailing list 0412 313 216 or 

oliver.landcare@soln.org

 

Farmers Market Stall 

I nervously approached the Landcare stall at the 

Apollo Bay Farmers’ Market a bit before 9am on 

Sunday morning, 20 February. What if I was the 

first person there and a visitor asked me about 

Landcare, as the back of my T-shirt offered, or even 

scarier, asked something technical about plants? I 

needn’t have worried, because Olly and Ian, 

together with several other green-T-shirted Land 

carers, were already there surrounded by people 

getting expert advice. It was a great morning, 

despite my ignorance – I listened to the advice 

experts were giving and learnt from them, but 

mostly it was very pleasing to see the huge amount 

of interest in Landcare’s work for the environment. 

The group of volunteers was busy all morning and 

I’m pretty sure we were far and away the busiest 

stall, although I didn’t have time to look up much 

from my self-appointed cashier duties! Our visitors 

were mostly “townies” wanting one or two plants, 

often for screening from neighbours, and seeking 

something both effective and indigenous for 

reasons of the environment – attracting birds - and 

easy care. I also met a couple of people who’d 

recently bought bigger blocks out of town and 

wanted help with weeds and pest animals, 

potential future Shrub Clubbers and Land carers.  

We even got admiring comments from a Landcare 

member from inland Victoria who loved the energy 

and buzz around our plant sale. We sold a lot of 

seedlings at $2.50 each and some more advanced 

plants at $10, taking over $1000 on the day. But at 

least as important as taking money from sales was 

raising the profile of Landcare. I don’t suppose you 

live in the Otways if you’re not interested in the 

environment, at least a bit, and helping people 

learn about Landcare and establishing as an 

important contributor to the community, will be 

very helpful for the long term. I’m looking forward 

to the next market stall – see you there? 

Colin Jevons, Shrub Club volunteer 

mailto:oliver.landcare@soln.org
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Weekly plant walks 

Every stage in the propagation of local indigenous 

vegetation is essential, but it all begins with the 

plant walks. Every Tuesday afternoon over summer 

the group heads out somewhere different looking 

for seeds and cuttings. Permits are required from 

various authorities depending on where the 

collections are taking place and, in some instances, 

depending on which species is being collected. 

The last weekly plant walk for the season took 

place at Parker River with a pitstop near Canaan 

Track and gives a sample of what you can expect 

from the walks: 

• World-class views 

• Discovering the location of a plant rare in 

Victoria (Correa backhouseana) 

• Learning that that the mountain pepper 

(Tasmannia lanceolata) has both male and 

female plants (called dioicous) 

• The not-always-pleasant experience of 

tasting edible species— unless, of course, 

chewing on peppercorns is your thing! 

• Observing a noisy group of Gang-gang 

cockatoos letting a white-bellied sea eagle 

know it was not welcome in the area. 

• Relief that most of the plants collected 

were along sand, rock shelves or paths so 

that more personal contact with local 

wildlife (read: leeches) was avoided. 

• Some aerobic exercise climbing back up to 

the car park. 

In addition, you will gradually find your own walks 

in the Otways become much more interesting as 

your observed environment changes from 

ubiquitous eucalypts, shrubs with white flowers, 

various reed-like plants and ferny looking things, to 

being able to identify individual species.  

SOLN has temporarily ceased its weekly plant 

walks due to the scarcity of propagation material 

at this time of the year. However, in season, the 

walks usually take place on Tuesday afternoons so 

that the seeds and cuttings collected can be 

processed by the Shrub Club on Wednesday 

mornings. Over the winter months we will still be 

heading out every month or so though.  

 

So, if you ever see a group of people carrying 

buckets containing numerous paper bags and bits 

of plants sticking out of the top, come over and say 

hello. Better yet, do the unique Otways 

environment and yourself a favour by joining in our 

plant walks. Walks are advertised in the SCCN 

email, if you’d like to join the mailing list contact 

Oliver on oliver.landcare@soln.org 

Elisabeth Gliszczynski, Shrub Club volunteer 

New Kitchen installed 

Where do I begin? Seems like 12 months ago that 

our little kitchen ‘embryo’ came into being. Now in 

its final stages, having evolved ever so sloooooowly 

through the ‘newborn baby’ stages to the ‘about to 

walk’ stage, it almost looks like a workable kitchen. 

The benchtops and cupboard modules plus a 

fridge, dishwasher, cook top, exhaust fan and wall 

mailto:oliver.landcare@soln.org
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oven have been re-arranged and fit like some sort 

of Rubik’s cube.  

Back to the start though, after searching the 

internet for a month or so, I couldn’t find any local 

second-hand kitchens, so we began looking further 

afield. Fortunately, a chance discussion between 

Kate and another local AB lady led us to Julie in 

Cawood Avenue, who was renovating her unit and 

needed the old kitchen out within a day or two. An 

executive decision was made to take up Julie’s kind 

offer and a hastily organised ‘demolition’ team 

(Kevin, Ken and Ian) dismantled and re-located it 

from Julie’s upstairs unit (via a tricky internal 

staircase) back to our little Landcare shed where it 

sat over the Christmas break. 

  

Early in the new year, the same demolition crew, 

but with extra assistance from Kel, Olly and Neville 

amongst others, began removing the internal walls 

of the shed. Local electrician Jamie visited, advising 

on the electrics then some very serious trench 

digging (plus discovering of some mysterious 

pipes) were taken on by Hugh, Tony and anyone 

else who could be talked into swinging a shovel. 

After a local plumbing/gas contact was tardy 

returning calls and visiting the site, another local 

contact was chased up who turned up when 

promised and it looks like that has been sorted... 

and, pleasingly, we’re almost there.  

With some electric/plumbing/gas connections 

happening soon, plus roof insulation and panelling 

to be installed, it will become a workable, 

comfortable and weatherproof space. 

Wendy Jones, Shrub Club volunteer 

Barwon Water Seed Collection Day 

In late February, towards the end of the seed 

collecting season, a crew came out from Gen U 

Nursery and Barwon Water to learn some local 

species and collect seed. For those who don’t 

know, SOLN has a great partnership with Barwon 

Water and receive some funding to help continue 

our works in the community and especially in the 

catchment. As well as this, Barwon Water provides 

SOLN with up to 5000 local native plants to use in 

the Barham River Catchment for revegetation 

works. These plants come from Gen U who have 

nurseries in Colac and Geelong. Gen U are a 

brilliant not-for-profit with a focus on improving 

the lives and experiences of people with a 

disability, those experiencing disadvantage, or the 

elderly.  
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We headed out on a gorgeous sunny morning up 

Sunnyside Rd (the top end) with Fran, Brad and 

Karen, searching the beautiful forest for different 

plants and seedlings and trying to dodge the (not 

particularly slow) trucks heading to and from the 

quarry further down. Despite it being late in the 

season, we were quite successful finding some 

Clematis aristata (mountain clematis), Olearia 

argophylla (musk daisy bush) and Prostanthera 

melissifolia (balm mint bush) amongst other 

species. From there we headed down to the top of 

Wild Dog Rd and got some Coprosma quadrifida 

(prickly currant) and Pittosporum bicolor (Banyalla) 

while admiring the gorgeous kangaroo ferns 

(Microsorum pustulatum) spreading up the large 

blackwoods (Acacia melanoxlyn). This was our first 

joint seed collecting venture and an important next 

step in continuing to build our relationship with 

these two organisations. We hope to run a few 

more next summer. 

Oliver Kerr, Landcare Facilitator 

New Benches 

SCCN has some great facilities; unfortunately, our 

benches are approaching thirty years old and with 

the combination of some Otway humidity and 

twice-daily irrigation, they’re starting to fall apart. 

As well as this, we’ve already reached capacity on 

our current benches and, with some unused space 

around the sides, there’s the opportunity to 

expand our operation. As a result, we’ve started 

applying for a few grants to begin the lengthy 

process of replacing the old benches.  

The SCCN currently has six 12x2m benches and the 

space for another four. We’ve decided to switch to 

metal as well to hopefully get a longer life out of 

the new ones, but with steel prices going through 

the roof we’ve got some grant writing ahead of us. 

A prefabricated 3x1m metal bench costs about 

$750 including delivery, some quick maths will 

show you that to replace them all will be about 

$60,000! And then we’ve still got to rebuild the 

irrigation.  

 

Nevertheless, we have already been successful in 

our first grant for $8,000 (thanks to Libby Coker 

MP) and have put another couple in. However, if 

you would like to help out and try your hand at 

applying for a grant we’d love to hear from you.  

Oliver Kerr, Landcare Facilitator 

Ferns 

Tony has been telling us that we should be growing 

ferns since the early 1800s and, following on from 

our visit to Ray Edwards fernery, we decided to 

order some fernlings and give them a go. Ray had 

kindly shown us how to grow our own ferns from 

spores, which is something we’d like to try in the 

future. But, currently feeling quite busy, we 

thought a good starting point would be to purchase 

some smaller plants and pot them for sale and 

revegetation projects.  

Trays of Dennstaedtia davallioides (Lacy Ground-

fern), Pteris tremula (Tender Brake), Blechnum 

nudum (fishbone water fern), Dicksonia antarctica 

(Soft Tree-fern), Adiantum aethiopicum (Common 

Maidenhair), Asplenium flabellifolium (Necklace 

Fern), Polystichum proliferum (Mother Shield-fern) 

soon arrived and, with one label misplaced (and 

having absolutely no knowledge of ferns), we had 

some quick learning to do. This also gave us a good 

excuse to clean out the old shade house which had 
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been turned into a temporary storage facility while 

the shed was built.  

 

As a result, we now have a gorgeous shady fern 

house and the potential to increase our 

biodiversity restoration work, learn about 

something new, and help the local community to 

buy local species instead of introduced ferns— 

such as the popular garden plant (but very weedy) 

Nephrolepis cordifolia, AKA fishbone fern. 

Oliver Kerr, Landcare Facilitator 

The Southern Otway 

Beekeepers (SOBee) 

SOBee have been a bit too busy to be busy lately; 

however, with Andrea starting next week to help 

them with a few tasks we expect to be flying again 

soon. For those who don’t know, SOBee have a 

number of different hives available to borrow, as 

well as extraction equipment and plenty of 

knowledge. Generally, SOBee meet monthly to 

discuss how our hives are behaving, share/learn 

about beekeeping and help newbies get started. 

Contact Kel for more details 

kel.needham@bigpond.com or 0409 989 885. 

 

 

 

Landcare Groups 

Hordern Vale Glenaire Landcare Group 

(HVGA)

 

A HVGA Landcare learning and working bee was 

held on Sunday 27th of February on the coastal 

dunes at Glenaire. Landowner Ros Denney showed 

us how she has been revegetating with direct 

seeding, a technique involving ground preparation 

with a mouldboard plough. Attendees were able to 

view results from both recent and established 

large-scale direct seeded 'bio links' (alternatively 

called shelter belts.)  

Ros also showed us the seeds that she has 

collected off various plants and trees indigenous to 

her Ecological Vegetation Class (EVC), explaining 

how others could take those skills back to their 

own properties. We then went out to gather 

various seeds such as Bursaria spinosa (sweet 

bursaria) followed by a delicious social BBQ lunch 

which was greatly enjoyed by all.  

mailto:kel.needham@bigpond.com
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A second day was also held in April, where land 

carers took a tour as well as helping to process the 

seed. This involved breaking and sifting the seed 

pods to extract the seeds, as you can see in the 

photos below. This was followed by a delicious 

social lunch. A great time was had by all.  

 

Kel Needham (President HVGLCG) 

Otway Barham Landcare Group 

Working Bees 

Twelve Landcare volunteers showed up and 

tackled the weeds at an old Landcare project from 

years ago. The volunteers removed weeds 

including broom, pittosporum, willows and apple 

mint. The old project is sited at the entrance to the 

Marengo Caravan Park, now operated by the Great 

Ocean Road Coastal And Parks Authority 

(GORCAPA), so it was a clean-up collaboration with 

the Authority. Marengo Caravan Park hosted 

lunch, washed down with a chilled beer. 

Bernadette Marriner, Vice President OBLCG 

 

Another working bee was held to tackle a large 

patch of noxious weeds at 420 Great Ocean Road, 

Apollo Bay on Saturday 9th April. 

Otway Barham members came together to tackle a 

large patch of noxious weeds including ginger, 

canna lily, blackberry, flax and others at Suzette 

and Sean’s property. The volunteers' combined 

efforts cleared the top growth off all the weeds and 

made inroads to removing weed root bases. A huge 

effort was made by all involved. A big thank you for 

the efforts of Liz, Kim, Arthur, Ian, Tony, and Oliver. 

During the working bee, a yellow-bellied skink and 

numerous Southern brown tree frogs (Litoria 

ewingii) were found, which was rewarding to see. 

After the working bee, lunch was had on the 

balcony of the guest house, followed by a walk 

along the bush trail where a variety of interesting 

fungi were spotted, including blood red russula, 

boletes and allies, genus Phylloporus, and genus 

Boletellus. 

Suzette Jackson, Otway Barham volunteer 
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Bill Bell Commemorative Day 

Bill helped many voluntary organisations; Apollo 

Bay News, Apollo Bay and Otway District 

Agricultural Show plus others including Landcare 

and, in earlier days "Townies”— an offshoot of 

SOLN which planted and weeded around Apollo 

Bay and further afield. Bill was a regular participant 

in this group of townspeople who cared for the 

land outside the urban area.  

 

On his own, Bill regularly walked the foreshore 

pulling weeds and collecting rubbish, and also 

walked the hills around Apollo Bay removing 

weeds, particularly ragwort. Bill also contributed 

financially to SOLN via crowdfunding. 

SOLN decided to honour Bill Bell’s life by having a 

“weeding and rubbish collection day” on the first 

weekend of March this year. Despite the wet and 

windy weather people came to the mouth of the 

Barham River and collected many bags of sea 

spurge and rubbish. I think Bill would have been 

happy with everyone’s efforts.   

This clean-up day will be an annual event in 

remembrance of a wonderful contributor to our 

town. 

Tony Webber, Otway Barham President 

 

Apollo Bay Landcare Group 

Apollo Bay Landcare Group conducted a working 

bee at Skene's Creek Reserve on Saturday 26th 

March 2022. I would like to thank all those 

members who gave up their valuable time. It was a 

great turn out and a very productive morning took 

place, with whipper snipping, vine extraction and 

weeding by all. 

This effort has made the picnic area look more 

inviting for locals and visitors. Weed control is 

always difficult as it is required in many places and 

on a regular basis. It is often hampered by the 

Otway weather in our catchment. Hopefully we will 

not need to return for some time, so we can 

concentrate on other projects. 

Thank you, Kevin, for arranging a lovely lunch for 

those who could attend after the working bee, and 

the tour around the nursery. 
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Ted van der Veer (President ABLCG)  

Wild Dog Tree Planting 

On Saturday 26th of February we got seriously 

lucky with the donation of 450 seedlings plus 6 

pairs of helping hands, belonging to Arthur, Caleb, 

Geoff, Helen, Oliver and Puck. And the seedlings 

themselves therewith also got lucky, since they 

were all becoming pot-bound and thus desperately 

needed to get into the ground. Now, in an ordinary 

summer, this might have been a desperate 

attempt to extend the life of these plants, but this 

summer things are different. Moreover, we 

selected some extra moist valley patches as their 

new home.  

 

However, the prospect of planting amongst the 

leeches did not appeal to everybody. Thus, two 

people took it upon themselves to ferry plants 

along the track down into the valley, where the 

leech-resilient put them all into the ground.  

To outwit the deer that can be quite prevalent 

here, we tried to plant preferentially amongst the 

blackberries. This was also done with the idea that, 

if that works, the growing trees will also out-shade 

the blackberry and help battling those in future.  

After three hours of slaving away amongst 

blackberry on sloped and uneven terrain, we were 

starting to run out of seedlings and our sugar levels 

were also running low. Geoff had an additional 

interest to make it to lunch: being in need of table 

salt to get rid of a leech that had started feasting 

on him. So, in many ways, it was time to call it a 

planting day and enjoy the sight of the work just 

done, seated on the lunch table with an (alcohol-

free) beer in the hand. 

Thank you so much Arthur, Caleb, Geoff, Helen, 

Oliver and Puck for your help and your great and 

inspiring company!  

After we planted, the weather was again gracious 

to us and the seedlings we planted and gave the 

ground a decent soak. Things are looking good so 

far. 

Richtje Zijlstra and Marcel Klaassen 

Wye to Wongarra Landcare Group 

Since December, Wye to Wongarra Landcare has 

been working on getting the Cultural Heritage 

Management Plan for our Kennett River beach 

project and continuing on with the Wye Gully 

Tawny Frogmouth habitat restoration project. To 

this end, we have collected blackwood seeds and 

distributed them to the community via last 

weekend's Wye River CFA fete.  

We have also applied for a Colac Otway Shire 

Community Grant for a project which includes 

fungi identification, which is now of such 

widespread interest. Fingers crossed!  

We now have an Instagram page at 

https://www.instagram.com/w2wlandcaregroup/. 

Followers welcome! Our email address is 

w2wlandcaregroup@gmail.com. 

Joanne Tyler (President W2WLCG) 

Kennett River Grant 

Kennett River is not performing at its full 

environmental potential as it is infested with 

weeds, the riparian zone is unstable, and aquatic 

biodiversity is limited. As a result of this, SOLN 

teamed up with some of our local volunteers to put 
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in for a grant from the Volunteering Innovation 

Fund, and we’re glad to announce that we have 

been successful. 

The aim of this project is to create an environment 

where weeds are removed in as permanent a 

manner as possible, native vegetation is planted to 

improve the riparian zone and river health, and to 

allow the river to work harmoniously with its 

surroundings.

 

The proposed section of the revegetation activities 

is adjacent to the Great Otway National Park and is 

the extension of an existing nature walk. To ensure 

there is cohesiveness between these two sites, the 

long-term intention is to also extend the existing 

walk to provide a unique destination for people to 

experience. This includes strategically planting 

vegetation to create an informal all-access walk, 

having areas that direct visitors to nooks along the 

river where they can sit and look at bird and 

aquatic life, educational interpretational signs, and 

the inclusion of native wildflowers to highlight that 

uniqueness. 

To achieve this outcome, we are working with the 

local community and the Eastern Maar Aboriginal 

Corporation to ensure we reflect and respect their 

ideas for creating a unique visitor experience. We 

hope that there will be a great amount of 

community engagement through weed control, 

plant propagation and citizen science monitoring 

across the life of the project, with the intention 

that the interest in river health is embedded into 

the community so they will take ownership of 

managing the site long term. 

Oliver Kerr, Landcare Facilitator 

Marengo Cultural Gardens 

As part of this year’s Coast Care grant, OOC had 

funding to do some revegetation and weed control 

in the Marengo area. Contractors were engaged to 

do a day’s work and a start was made on tackling 

some environmental weeds. Before tree planting 

could occur, however, a cultural heritage site 

assessment had to be undertaken to get 

landholder permission from The Great Ocean Road 

Coast and Parks Authority (GORCAPA).  

As a result, we got in touch with the Eastern Maar 

Aboriginal Corporation (EMAC) and organised to 

meet local Gulidjan man Ron Arnold on site. We 

got chatting about how we could better work 

together, and an idea formed that we look into 

turning the old quarry next to the Marengo 

Caravan Park into a centre for cultural education.  

The area has great potential for an educational site 

to learn about the history and culture of the 

Gadabanud people due to its location and 

landform. The old quarry site is a hotbed of weeds 

but creates a natural amphitheatre. As such, SOLN 

and EMAC are going to try and seek funding to 

remove all the weeds from this site, revegetate 

with local native plants, install a boardwalk and 

some educational signs, erect some traditional 

huts and display some First Nations artefacts.  

We hope that GORCAPA and other local 

government agencies will be able to work with us 

on this project as we believe it is a fantastic 

opportunity for Gadabanud country.  

We are still in the early stages of this project 

development but have decided that the best way 

to proceed is to seek funding to clear the area of all 

exotic vegetation and meeting again to continue 

discussions. This will enable us to get a better view 

of the area and decide how we can maximise its 

potential to build knowledge, understanding and 

respect for the Traditional Owners of this land. This 

site would hopefully become an important 
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destination for locals as well as visitors to the 

region, a place to pause for hikers of the Great 

Ocean Walk and a vital educational asset for young 

people as well as the wider community. 

Oliver Kerr, Landcare Facilitator 

On the Same Earth, On the Same Page 

Wildlife Wonders runs (amongst their many 

brilliant activities) a book group with a focus on 

reading environmentally themed novels. Following 

on from reading The Overstorey, we got into a 

discussion about the pros and cons of multiple 

environmental groups, how best to apply our 

environmental energy, and compassion fatigue 

(amongst other things).  

Out of these discussions was born an idea to try 

organising a day where all the environmental 

groups in the Southern Otways could get together, 

talk briefly about the work they do, and then 

discuss over tea and cake how we can work 

together, avoid overlap and continue to look after 

our world.  

This day would also be a great opportunity for 

people interested in volunteering to come along 

and find out what groups are in the area and who 

they might be interested in supporting.  

 

Wildlife Wonders and the Conservation Ecology 

Centre have embraced this idea and have 

suggested World Environment Day (5th June) as a 

highly appropriate date.  This fabulous community 

event will be held at Wildlife Wonders, stay tuned 

for more details.  

Oliver Kerr, Landcare Facilitator 

National Science Week 

National Science Week is an annual event 

celebrating science and technology across 

Australia. SOLN were lucky enough to receive a 

grant to run a series of hands-on and educational 

workshops over the week on a wide range of topics 

such as invertebrates, moss, lichen and other 

liverworts, geology, crustaceans, eucalypts, plant 

propagation, and the weather.  

The plan is to offer each workshop to both local 

schools and the general public. If any of these 

topics interest you, keep the week of Saturday 13th 

August to Sunday the 21st of August free. More info 

to follow in the coming months.  

Oliver Kerr, Landcare Facilitator 

 

Pig and Deer Project 

The Conservation Ecology Centre (CEC) are 

continuing to make good progress on monitoring 

and controlling feral pigs in the Otways. A network 

of cameras has been set up and any detections are 

followed up by baiting and trapping.  

If you would like help controlling deer on your 

property or want to support deer control and 
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purchase local venison, you are encouraged to 

contact Oliver or visit 

https://damadamafreerange.com.au/ and call 

Anthony on 0412 403 221. All pig and deer 

sightings can also be recorded on the feral scan app 

which goes to CEC to help monitor and control 

populations https://www.feralscan.org.au/ 

Oliver Kerr, Landcare Facilitator 

School Camps 

SOLN has had some recent interest from school 

groups who run camps in the area to undertake 

environmental activities and help the students 

learn how to give back to their community and help 

care for the environment.  

On Labour Day we put up our hand to take 

advantage of some free labour and educational 

opportunities— to help follow on from the good 

work on Clean Up Australia Day— by cleaning up 

the Apollo Bay foreshore around the harbour.  

Two groups of 20 students from Ballarat's 

Clarendon College came out and did a great job 

dodging snakes and seals and cleaning up our 

foreshore. Clarendon College have a camp at 

Yuulong where the Year 7 students spend eight 

weeks (one group each term) doing outdoor 

education and environmental activities.  

Some of the best finds included chairs, cricket balls, 

a boogie board, and plenty of underwear! We look 

forward to working with Ballarat's Clarendon 

College and other school groups into the future to 

do more weed control, tree planting and 

propagating work across the Southern Otways. 

Oliver Kerr, Landcare Facilitator 

 

Grant writing 

SOLN has an amazing number of incredible 

volunteers. We’ve also been quite lucky recently 

and have managed to score quite a few fun, 

interesting and beneficial grants.  

We’ve been getting a little busy though lately and 

have missed out on applying for a few grants that 

would have fitted in nicely with where we hope our 

community is going.  

If you’d be interested in keeping busy over some 

cold, wet winter nights trying to help get funding 

to keep us busy over the summer, then we’d love 

to hear from you! So long as you can use a 

computer, we can help you get started & you can 

help us to make a greater difference to the 

Southern Otways and its future. 

Oliver Kerr, Landcare Facilitator 

 

https://damadamafreerange.com.au/
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Email register 

SOLN’s main means of communication is now 

through our mailing lists. If you haven’t yet done 

so, please click on the link below and you can elect 

to find out more about land caring, ocean caring, 

educational workshops, tree planting and more. 

Fill out our survey here 

If you’re reading a hard copy, then go onto our 

website www.soln.org and go to newsletter to fill 

in the form.  

Or contact Oliver to register your interest.  

Thanks for reading & a big thank you to all our 

contributors 

 

Contacts 
Oliver Kerr 

Landcare Facilitator 

m: 0412 313 216 

e: oliver.landcare@soln.org 

 

& now 

Andrea de Kauwe 

Landcare Facilitator 

m: 0448 555 060 

e: andrea.landcare@soln.org 

 

Southern Otway Landcare Network 

69 Nelson Street, Apollo Bay, 3233,  

Gadabanud Country 

www.soln.org    

www.facebook.com/soln.org 

 

Shrub Club Community Nursery 

Open Wednesdays 8am-2pm or by appointment 

 

 

 

 

 

https://us19.list-manage.com/survey?u=b7774f775e1f6ccfab5e412ef&id=474be5b4f7&attribution=false
http://www.soln.org/
mailto:oliver.landcare@soln.org
http://www.soln.org/
http://www.facebook.com/soln.org

