Plant has roots along its
stem and underground —
runners

Stalks of leaflets
all the same
length |
Plant without roots along
the stems and without
. underground runners
START —
Upright growing plant —————
Stalk of middle

leaflets longer __|
than those of
side leaflets

Prostrate growing plant

Leaf shape generally
rounded with white
crescents on upper
leaf surface

Leaf shape generally
pointed oval with little
or no leaf markings

Plant hairless (check
underside of leaflets)

Plant hairy ——— Subterannean clover

Lucerne
Medicago sativa

—> White clover
* Trifolium repens

— Strawberry clover
Trifolium fragiferum .

Stem hollow

Stem not hollow —

Trifolium subterraneanum
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Leaf markings— Persian clover
absent Trifolium resupinatum

Distinct arrow — Arrowleaf clover
marking on upper Trifolium vesiculosum
leaf

Veins of leaflet strong Cluster clover
| & straight with very =~ Trifolium glomeratum

little branching

Every second vein Balansa clover
—_—

Stipule generally toothed —» Medic

Medicago spp

Stipule not toothed — Suckling clover

Trifolium dubium

very faint Trifolium michelianum

Flowerhead

Leaf

'—— Stipule
¥—_ Stem

Parts of a legume



