[image: image1.png]Department of
Sustainability and
Environment




[image: image2.png]*
x %

¥*

Victoria
The Place To Be






Otway Fire District planned burning continues today
The Department of Sustainability and Environment Otway Fire District planned burn program will continue today under favorable weather and ground conditions.  

DSE Otway District Manager Andrew Morrow said yesterday’s burning at Kennett River and Marengo went well and crews will continue patrolling the area today. 
Additional burning is planned to start this afternoon near the Great Ocean Road and Kennett River.  
This involves a 16 hectare burn at Kennett River Mount Meuron and an 83 hectare burn at Wye River.  The Country Fire Authority also plans to start a 10 hectare burn near Wye River. The burns were identified in their respective Township Protection Plans and aim to reduce the risk to coastal towns.  

Traffic management will be in place along the Great Ocean road while burn works are occurring this afternoon and evening. 

Stable weather is predicted for Wednesday and Thursday and the objective is to complete these mosaic burns prior to the coming weather system.

Mr Morrow said the aim of the burn program is to reduce the fuel levels across a broader area and provide enhanced protection to local communities. 
“Patrolling of existing burns will still occur and extra resources will be assisting from across the state,” he said.
Road users are advised to take extra care as road travel may be hazardous due to low visibility from smoke.

If you are experiencing any symptoms that may be due to smoke exposure, the Department of  Health advises people to seek medical advice or call Nurse on Call on 1300 60 60 24.  For general information about how smoke from fires potentially affects health and precautions to take to reduce exposure, visit www.health.vic.gov.au/bushfire
For information on fires or planned burns in Victoria and general fire safety, please contact the Victorian Bushfire Information Line on freecall 1800 240 667. Callers who are deaf, hard of hearing, or have a speech/communication impairment may call textphone/telewriter (TTY) on 1800 122 969.

Information is also available at www.dse.vic.gov.au/fires and for information about fire restrictions, fire bans and fires on private land at www.cfa.vic.gov.au
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