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Planned Burns Otway District
Weekly Summary


26 March 2010 – 12:30 AM 
Planned Burning Weekly Summary 
The Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE) has continued with the planned burning program across the Otway Fire District this week.
Planned burn Task Force’s from the South West, North West, Central and Gippsland have been deployed across three shifts (day, night and swing) to take full advantage of the stable weather conditions.  Aircraft are being used extensively for aerial observation, water bombing and incendiary ignition operations to support crews and dozer operations on the ground.

Current Planned Burn Status

The following planned burns are at the “under-control” status this means the burning out is completed with no going flame or active fire.  Smoke will still be visible from these burns for a number of days. Focus for crews this weekend is on patrolling and backout.  
· Aireys Inlet – Distillery Ck (1075ha).  
· Otway Strategic - Sharps Unit (1033ha).  

· Lorne – Herschell - Mairs Road (28ha).  

· Carlisle – Carlisle-Colac Road (30ha).
· Lorne Golf Course (53ha).
· Lorne Ready Creek Track (460ha)

· Forrest Bald Hill (16ha)

· Forrest Tip (20ha)  

The Yeodene - Colac Forrest Road 83ha wildfire has been completely tracked with the burning out operations successful.  The peat will smoulder for sometime and smoke will be visible. 

FUTURE ACTIVITIES (next seven days) 
The following planned burns are being prepared for next week should stable weather persist.

· Ocean Grove – Grubb Road (24ha) 
· Anglesea – Tanners Road (59ha)
· Gellibrand – Gum Gully (1634ha)

· Peters Hill Fire Tower (5ha)

· Carlisle (150ha)

· Barongarook Wares Road (185)
Deans Marsh Base Camp

The temporary base camp at the Deans Marsh Football Ground is currently providing accommodation, amenities and catering facilities for 150 local and state wide firefighters who are assisting to maximise our autumn burning program while conditions are favourable.  

Traffic Management

People travelling in and around planned burn areas are advised to take care and watch out for DSE/PV and CFA crews, heavy equipment and wildlife on roads.
Smoke

DSE acknowledges that, while planned burning is conducted in the public interest for protection from bushfire and to maintain healthy environments, highly visible smoke along coastal and inland areas may hinder sporting events, activities and cause public concern. 
Health Matters
People in the area who experience breathing difficulties from smoke are advised to take precautions to reduce exposure to smoke.  The Department of Human Services advises people to seek medical advice or call Nurse on Call on 1300 60 60 24.  For general information about how bushfire smoke potentially affects health and precautions to take to reduce exposure, visit www.health.vic.gov.au/bushfire 

For information on fires in Victoria and general fire safety, please contact the Victorian Bushfire Information Line (VBIL) on freecall 1800 240 667. Callers who are deaf, hard of hearing, or have a speech / communication impairment may call textphone/ telewriter (TTY) on 1800 122 969.

Information is also available at www.dse.vic.gov.au/fires or www.cfa.vic.gov.au 

Approved for release by Trevor Dess, DSE/PV Burn Controller
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