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Planned Burns Update

Otway District

24 March 2010 – 5:30 PM 
Today’s Planned Burning Update
The Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE) Otway Burn Controller Trevor Dess said that the 460ha Reedy Creek Track, the 16 ha Forrest Bald Hill and the 340ha Meadowell planned burns are progressing well, and will be monitored overnight.
“Aerial incendiary operations will be used to assist burning-out operations at the Reedy Creek Track and the Meadowell planned burns.  Burning operations and monitoring work will continue on these three planned burns throughout the night and into Thursday” he said. 

Mr Dess is asking people travelling in these areas to adhere to traffic management directions to ensure burn crew and public safety.  The Big Hill Track near the Reedy Creek Track planned burn is closed until further notice.  
Smoke from the Bald Hill planned burn may hinder travel in the Forrest area, while smoke from the Reedy Creek Track planned burn may hinder travel along the Great Ocean Road from Lorne to Torquay. Travel in these areas should be minimised whenever possible
Crews are monitoring fuel moisture content and weather conditions for other planned burn opportunities for Thursday and Friday this week.  These include burns at Peters Hill Firetower (5ha) Forrest Tip (20ha) Carlisle (150ha), Barongarook Wares Road (185ha) and Anglesea Tanners Road (246ha).  Weather conditions are not yet suitable for the 24ha Ocean Grove Nature Reserve or the Gellibrand Gum Gully (1634) planned burns.
Health Matters
People in the area who experience breathing difficulties from smoke are advised to take precautions to reduce exposure to smoke.  The Department of Human Services advises people to seek medical advice or call Nurse on Call on 1300 60 60 24.  For general information about how bushfire smoke potentially affects health and precautions to take to reduce exposure, visit www.health.vic.gov.au/bushfire 

For information on fires in Victoria and general fire safety, please contact the Victorian Bushfire Information Line (VBIL) on freecall 1800 240 667. Callers who are deaf, hard of hearing, or have a speech / communication impairment may call textphone/ telewriter (TTY) on 1800 122 969.

Information is also available at www.dse.vic.gov.au/fires or www.cfa.vic.gov.au 

Approved for release by Trevor Dess, DSE Burn Controller
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