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Otway District Planned Burns 
Advice and Update

25 March 2010 – 12:30 AM 
Otway District Planned Burns Today  
The Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE) and Parks Victoria (PV) Otway Burns Controller Trevor Dess said that the priority for works today is consolidation of existing burns including the 460ha Reedy Creek Track; the 340ha Meadowell; and the 16 ha Forrest Bald Hill burns.

Mr Dess said that the only new burn being considered for today is the 20ha Forrest Tip.  
The Forrest Tip burn is located just south adjoining the Forrest Township.  Traffic management will be in place with some of the local trail bike tracks closed.  The burn will provide high level strategic protection for the Forrest Township from bushfire.  

Mr Dess said that the “Aerial incendiary operations, used late yesterday, greatly increased burning-out operations at the Reedy Creek Track and the Meadowell planned burns”.
Crews will undertake burning-out and line consolidation operations throughout the day at Reedy Creek Track and Meadowell planned burns and continue to patrol burns completed over the past few weeks.
Mr Dess also said that the smoke that settled inland overnight, due to light winds under a coastal influenced moving across the Otway Ridge, would clear with forecast weather conditions. 
Smoke will remain visible from roads and communities for sometime and people are reminded that smoke may hinder travel in these areas. Traffic management remains in place for planned burns and the Big Hill Track near the Reedy Creek Track planned burn is still closed until further notice.
Health Matters
People in the area who experience breathing difficulties from smoke are advised to take precautions to reduce exposure to smoke.  The Department of Human Services advises people to seek medical advice or call Nurse on Call on 1300 60 60 24.  For general information about how bushfire smoke potentially affects health and precautions to take to reduce exposure, visit www.health.vic.gov.au/bushfire 

For information on fires in Victoria and general fire safety, please contact the Victorian Bushfire Information Line (VBIL) on freecall 1800 240 667. Callers who are deaf, hard of hearing, or have a speech / communication impairment may call textphone/ telewriter (TTY) on 1800 122 969.

Information is also available at www.dse.vic.gov.au/fires or www.cfa.vic.gov.au 

Approved for release by Trevor Dess, Burn Controller
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