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Farmers wanted for native grass trials

Increased profit through improved yield and sustainability are the expected outcomes of a pilot scheme now planned for rollout across the Victorian Volcanic Plains.   
In a partnership between Glenelg Hopkins Catchment Management Authority and native grass advocacy association STIPA, local farmers across the state can participate in trials to integrate native grasses into farm management practices.

STIPA CEO, Graeme Hand, says the Native Grass Regeneration Trials are the result of five years of development and refinement through a series of on-farm workshops held with landowners across Victoria and New South Wales.

“We’ve spent a long time evolving the science of integrating natives grasses into management practices to make sure farmers can easily implement them, at a very low cost,” Mr Hand says. 

He says the focus is on relatively simple changes to traditional practices that will increase perenniality, organic carbon and biodiversity - which he says improves soil function and has positive knock-on effects for productivity and profit generation.

“Farmers who have gone on to use them in their own businesses, in their own environments, have experienced positive results, year-on-year,” he says. 
Glenelg Hopkins CMA Biodiversty Coordinator, Jody Chinner, anticipates that recorded successes in other regions can be duplicated on a far wider scale. 
“Our combined experience and understanding of the region and farm management practices here, along with valuable input from farmers who’ve taken part in the five year pilot scheme, means we’re confident VVP farmers can also benefit.”

The trials come at no cost to the farmers who take part. The CMA is funding the trials throughout the Glenelg Hopkins region, funded through the Federal Government’s Caring For Our Country.

Farmers interested in taking part in the inaugural Native Grass Regeneration Trials should contact Graeme Hand on M 0418 532 130 or graeme.hand@bigpond.com 
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