MEDIA RELEASE

Barham River to become accessible corridor

The first steps towards rehabilitating the lower reaches of the Barham River will be taken this year. 
Corangamite Catchment Management Authority’s River Health Officer, Denis Lovric said, “now that we have completed a stability survey, we will begin staged willow removal in March in a section of the Heathfield Reserve.”  

The Otway Barham Reference Group is in the early stages of developing a comprehensive plan for rehabilitating the degraded lower reaches of the Barham River and for providing a shared path and wildlife corridor that will link the town of Apollo Bay with the path through the Marengo Flora Reserve and back along the foreshore. 

Reference Group Chair, Simon Pockley said, “last year, the inaugural Barham River Festival celebrated the connections between the catchment community, the town of Apollo Bay, and the source of its water supply. When Festival participants were asked to comment on their aspirations for the Barham River, there was a strong call for greater access to the river and for a bicycle/walking path as well as for a stronger natural linkage corridor between the forest and the estuary and backwater to enhance in-stream habitat.”

Currently the joggers, walkers and cyclists who use the Barham River road are at risk from being hit by vehicles due to poor visibility.

Denise Hooke, President of the Barham Landcare Group and Otway Health said, “the health of the Barham River and its catchment is a strong indicator of a healthy and a sustainable community.”

“This is a wonderful community project and although we have strong Government Agency partnerships we also need the local community to be involved in planning,” said Pockley. “If there is anyone who would like to know more, see maps of the project, contribute, or make suggestions then please contact me through the Landcare Office or ring me on 0418575525.”

[photo attached shows section of willows on the Heathfield Reserve]  
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