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1.0 General
1.1 What is the Securing our Natural Future: a white paper for Land and Biodiversity at a time of climate change?

The Securing our Natural Future outlines the Victorian Government’s policy and investment priorities for natural resource management, land, water and biodiversity for the next 20-50 years.
1.2 Why do we need the White Paper on ‘Land and Biodiversity at a time of climate change?

Victoria has unique ecosystems that support a diverse range of species. Yet, despite many efforts to protect our natural environment, the health of our ecosystems continues to decline. In addition we now have to contend with an unpredictable and changing climate. In the face of these challenges the Victorian government made a commitment to develop Land and Biodiversity White Paper through the Our Environment, Our Future: sustainability action statement

1.3 How was the White Paper developed?

A consultation paper was released in April 2007.  Over 360 written submissions were received to the initial consultation paper. The key themes from these submissions were analysed and used to inform the development of the subsequent green paper which received over 1400 submissions. . 

The key themes were integrated into the Green Paper which was released for consultation a year later. Following an intensive consultation process of the green paper the white paper was developed. In addition to the consultation periods the Government carried out targeted and ongoing consultation with key scientists and stakeholders.
1.4 How did the community provide input into the White Paper?

The community provided input through the consultation process in the form of written submissions and community workshops. There was also an extensive indigenous community consultation process. Over 360 written submissions were received to the initial consultation paper and 1400 submissions to the green paper. In addition to the consultation periods the Government carried out targeted consultation with key scientists and stakeholders.

1.5 Why is the White Paper being released now?

The 2006 ESAS action was to develop a White Paper on land and biodiversity by 2008. The 2009 Statement of Intentions announced that the White Paper would be released mid 2009. The timing has been delayed due to the need to take consider issues arising from the VCEC Report on Environment Regulation, and the Interim Report of the Bushfires Royal Commission.  

2.0 Resilience
2.1 What is Resilience?

The word resilience describes the capacity of an ecosystem to adapt to shocks while retaining its functions and structure. The more resilient a system the larger the disturbance it can absorb without altering significantly. In the context of the White Paper, resilience also refers to the policy approach that has been developed to build ecosystem resilience across the state. This involves support for individuals, institutions and communities to manage change, the adoption of risk and adaptive management approaches, effective knowledge management and landscape-scale management of land, water and biodiversity. 

2.2 What happens to areas not designated as flagship areas or biolinks?

The White Paper focuses on three key themes, the first being building ecosystem resilience across the State.  This will involve an adaptive approach to the management of native vegetation, water resources, environmental water, fire, soils, invasive species and native species to restore landscapes and seascapes regardless of whether they are in designated flagship areas or biolinks. Regional and local priorities outside flagship areas and biolinks will also be considered in Regional Catchment Strategies
3.0 Flagship Areas
3.1 What are flagship areas? 

Flagship areas are broad geographic areas which have been identified as having high environmental, productive and/or community value and which contain significant natural assets, such as Ramsar wetlands or threatened species.  The areas are particularly valuable for the ecosystem services they provide such as water filtration and regulation, carbon storage and soil stability. Their importance to Victoria means that special management and priority investment is warranted. 
Examples of flagship areas identified through this process include the Gippsland Lakes and the Victorian Goldfields region.  Both of these areas are significant for their environmental and tourism value as well as their contribution to regional economies.

3.2 How will flagship areas be managed?

The NRCAs will consider what actions are needed to continue to get the most benefit from the natural assets within the thirteen flagship areas identified White Paper. A proportion of total investment in NRM will be guided towards the flagship areas through the Victorian Investment Framework.

Actions will focus on managing key threats to ensure important ecosystem services continue to be delivered.  For example, the Gippsland Lakes Flagship Area, supports important tourism and recreation and commercial fishing industries which are reliant on the ecosystem services provided by the Lakes such as water filtration and habitat.  A key threat to the area is algal blooms as a result of nutrient loads from the upper catchments.  Management actions and investment would therefore focus on reducing nutrient loads. 

3.3 Will some land uses be banned in flagship areas?

The normal processes of land use decision-making will apply within flagship areas and biolinks. This will be set out in a planning addendum to the updated Regional Catchment Strategies.  The key will be to provide more clarity in the decision making process.  People and industries will know up front what assets are important and will be able to factor that information into their decision making.  

4.0 Biolinks
4.1 What are biolinks?

Biolinks are areas that have been identified for focused investment to improve ecological function and connectivity. Biolinks are not solid corridors of bush.  Local and regional biolink projects, that cover all land tenures, will result in targeted landscape scale revegetation and habitat restoration.  

4.2 What do biolinks mean for private landholders?

Private landholders will be encouraged to get involved in biolink projects on a voluntary basis.  Projects may include works to buffer or improve the complementary management of adjacent public lands. The aim is for communities, farmers and public land managers to work together to create better ecological connections between public land and native vegetation remnants and bush on private land. 

Habitat 141, for example, is a large scale, long term biolink initiative that straddles the South Australian and Victorian borders. The project involves over 22 organisations from government, non-government, Indigenous groups and natural resource bodies. Habitat 141 supports programs to help landholders maintain and enhance native vegetation through funding and incentives for restoration projects, wildlife refuges and property management plans.

Private landholders will benefit from support for connectivity works on their own properties, and from improved ecosystem services arising from healthier landscapes around them (such as reduced wind erosion, better pest control, better nutrient and water quality management, and increased landscape amenity). 

4.3 Will biolinks pose a fire risk?

Biolinks need a planned, whole-of-landscape approach. This will involve pro-active consideration of fire management, along with other land management objectives including ecological connectivity, as part of implementing biolinks. For example, the Habitat 141 project has involved the local CFA in its planning. 

Restoring appropriate connectivity could reduce fire risk. Improving the management of existing bushlands for example, may require an increase in planned burning to improve the structural complexity of habitats, as well as to reduce fuel loads. The approach aligns with Victoria’s Bushfire Strategy. 

Another example of actions to improve ecological connectivity is connecting up water flows and nutrient management between rivers, wetlands and estuaries. This will improve ecological outcomes without adverse impacts on fire risk.  

4.4 Will biolinks increase the spread of weeds and pests?

The implementation of biolink projects will take into consideration risks posed by invasive species and how they are expected to behaviour in climate change scenarios. 

5.0 Environmental Markets
5.1 What are environmental/ecosystem markets?

Environmental markets provide a framework for a market exchange between buyers of environmental services, such as governments, agencies, developers and licensed polluters, and willing sellers of these services, such as landholders.

Environmental markets also help put a price on environmental values and provide the potential for farmers and other land managers to generate additional income by protecting ecosystem services.  

An important component of the market approach is the presence of tools that can assess the positive and negative impacts of different production systems as well as account for environmental factors, for example the hydrological systems in the landscape. This enables buyers and sellers to be clear on what changes to human activities are being purchased from the landholder and what the outcomes are expected to be from that investment.  
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