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December 8, 2009
Ref: 61/09

CORANGAMITE CMA, GLENELG HOPKINS CMA and WESTERN COASTAL BOARD TO AMALGAMATE  
Corangamite CMA, Glenelg Hopkins CMA and the Western Coastal Board are to amalgamate.

The three organisations will form the Western Districts Natural Resource and Catchment Authority an institutional change identified in the Victorian Government’s Land and Biodiversity White Paper – Securing Our Natural Future. 
The amalgamation, due to be in place by June 2011, is one of several in the paper that will see the establishment of four large natural resource and catchment authorities (NRCAs) across Victoria. 
The restructures are in response to mounting threats facing Victoria’s land, water and biodiversity, with the escalation in the rate of climate change increasing the urgency for change in Victoria’s catchment management structure and processes.
The aim is to build on the best of regional community-based approach while improving decision making, clarifying roles and responsibilities and adopting a ‘from the catchment to the sea’ approach.  
Corangamite CMA Chief Executive Officer Don Forsyth said during the last decade Victoria had developed a strong regional catchment model to improve river health and biodiversity, address salinity and tackle soil erosion. The institutional reform would clarify roles and responsibilities in key areas.
“The changes will occur across Victoria with the amalgamation of 17 current organisations into seven resulting in a less complex institutional arrangement and providing a more integrated approach to natural resource management,” Mr Forsyth said.

Corangamite CMA Board Chairman Peter Greig welcomed the reform in strengthening Victoria’s position on environment management.

“The paper addresses a large number of issues relevant to the state of the environment and sets a more strategic approach to programs and activities,” he said.

“The changes foreshadowed in the white paper and which are available on the DSE web site are to be in place by June 2011.” 
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