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Woolworths Sustainable Farming Program

Farming Group Projects: EOI Guidelines and Assessment Criteria
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Grants up to a maximum of $38,500 (including GST) are now available to Australian Farming Groups under the Woolworths Sustainable Farming Program, thanks to the support of Woolworths shoppers, who raised funds to help Australian Farmers.
The Woolworths Sustainable Farming Program is a collaboration between Landcare Australia and Woolworths to develop, improve and encourage sustainable farming practices. 
Who can apply?

We are seeking to fund projects in areas that were declared eligible for ‘Exceptional Circumstances’ assistance or ‘Interim Assistance’ in January 2008.

We are seeking applications from Farming Groups who wish to undertake projects in any primary production industry. The projects will receive up to a maximum of $38,500 (incl. GST). These grants are aimed at supporting Farming Groups develop and improve the sustainability of farming practices, with an emphasis on innovation and triple bottom line benefits across the economic, environmental and social dimensions of agriculture. These can be focussed on a wide range of issues including, production techniques, technology, innovative products, natural resources and capacity building. Ideally, the projects will provide results of interest and benefit to other farmers.
Please note: There is no requirement for applicants to be a member of a Landcare group to receive funding under the Woolworths Sustainable Farming Program. Non Landcare members are encouraged to apply and there is no expectation that they will join a Landcare group as a result of a successfully funded application. If you would like support from your local Landcare group, please check www.landcareonline.com for contact details. 

We request that Landcare group members ensure that they have registered the details of their group on the National Landcare Directory (National Landcare Directory Registration)
What can the funding support?
The key emphasis of the program is to assist farmers develop, evaluate, implement and/or learn about more sustainable farming practices or farming innovations. We are particularly keen to support projects that can share the results or information with other farmers. Start-up or commercialisation activities are not eligible for these grants.
When do Expression of Interest applications close?
Closing date for Expression of Interest is Monday- 27th April 2009.
When can you expect to start and how long can your project last?
· Landcare Australia will aim to advise applicants of the outcome of their EOI approximately 1 week after the closing date.
· If your EOI is successful, we will seek to receive a full application within approximately 2 weeks of your EOI notification.
· Provided that your full application is approved, we will aim to provide a letter of offer to you within one week of receiving your full application.
· Ideally, projects would be completed within 12 months of funding.
If successful, your farming Group must:
· Conduct the project according to the plan and budget for which the funding was approved and received,
· Provide a final report on outcomes of the project, including how funds were spent, within one month after completion of project, and

· Permit Landcare Australia and/or Woolworths to use your project final report and photos for promotional purposes. For example, in publications and promotional initiatives. 

Woolworths Sustainable Farming Program
FARMING GROUP GRANTS
Assessment Criteria

The Woolworths Sustainable Farming Program can provide up to $38,500 (incl. GST) for Farming Groups and land managers to develop, implement and/or promote the adoption of more sustainable farming practices and farming innovations.
Farming innovations could focus on issues such as climate change adaptation, crop or animal production, water or nutrient use efficiency, management of waste or salinity.
Essential Criteria

· The project must be located in an area currently EC or previously declared EC or IA in January 08

· The grant must contribute to developing or supporting adoption of more sustainable farming practices or innovation in your region.

· The results from the project must be of interest or have some benefits for other farmers and you must be willing for it to be promoted to others.

Desirable criteria

The project should:

· Deliver results, information or skills for improved management of farming systems with better triple bottom line (economic, environmental, social) outcomes for farmers 

· Develop the skills or technology for farmers and land managers to respond to emerging climate, productivity and environmental challenges 

· Produce outcomes that are easy to communicate (promotion and knowledge sharing)

· Be a feasible and technically-sound project

· Align with regional strategy

· Have a strong budget: well researched, efficient and significant in-kind contributions

The project can:

· Develop options for farmers to increase flexibility and response to climate change impacts

· Develop decision tools for farmers to determine best management options in response to seasonal variability

· Help farmers measure and reduce greenhouse gas emissions

· Improve nutrient and water use efficiency (dryland and irrigated production)

· Improve soil fertility, productive capacity, ‘quality’ and ‘health’

· Reduce drainage and impacts of salinity

· Address important drought issues

· Have multiple stakeholder and community involvement
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