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The Rural Women’s, Drought and Climate Change initiative was funded by the Community Support Fund (2007 – 2009) to provide opportunities for rural and regional women in drought affected communities to undertake place based networking, and information sharing about drought activities and strategies, including a statewide event.
There is increasing evidence that effective drought recovery and climate change mitigation and adaptation strategies involve and depend on informed, engaged and empowered communities to drive behavioural change at the household and local level.

The Victorian Government has acknowledged the importance of strengthening communities to improve their resilience and capacity to adapt to change - particularly communities under pressure.  It has also shown that community confidence and resilience is stronger where people are actively involved in community decision-making.

REGIONAL GATHERINGS

(2 March – 9 April 2009)
Rural Women in a Changing Climate - Regional Gatherings are being organised across Victoria’s rural regions by Rural Women’s, Drought and Climate Change Officers (Department of Planning and Community Development) and Rural Women’s Regional Reference Groups. 

The Regional Gatherings will build the leadership and representative capacity of women in climate change discussions, providing an opportunity for women to access information and to actively participate and contribute.  The Gatherings will provide an avenue for informal networking and mentoring, and will promote, as role models, women who are engaged, participating and leading drought and climate change discussions within local communities.

The Regional Gatherings will focus on practical place-based, community and partnership strategies for women in communities to manage and adapt to climate change.  The aim is to strengthen women’s leadership and participation in responding to drought and climate change, and to answer the question “What can we as rural women do to reduce the impact of climate change on our families and communities?” 

The objectives of the Regional Gatherings are to:

· increase rural women’s knowledge about climate change 

· build the capacity of women in rural and regional communities to respond and adapt to the effects of drought and climate change

· strengthen women’s leadership and participation in both practical actions and broader policy discussions in order to:

· explore the social, cultural and environmental impacts of climate change on women in their communities

· demonstrate innovative approaches and share best practice strategies to adapt to drought and climate change

· engage rural women not currently participating in climate change discussions

· provide an opportunity for Victorian women to be seen to be leading the national agenda on women’s participation and actions in drought and climate change.

Audience

Each Regional Gathering is expected to involve between 20 – 100 participants.

Each region will endeavour to achieve effective representation across diverse geographic areas and communities.  Where feasible, specific events are being organised for various population cohort groups; eg rural women with a disability, rural CALD women, rural young women, and rural indigenous women.  Partnerships with Primary Care Partnerships and Local Governments as well as considerations of where Rural Women’s, Drought and Climate Change initiative events have already been provided are shaping plans for the Gatherings.   

Participant Toolkit/Display Table
A brochure table will be available at each of the Regional Gatherings, including pamphlets about climate change, drought, health issues, drought counsellor information etc.  This 'toolkit' is an opportunity for women to take the next step in being informed, engaged, participating and leading climate change discussions.  The Display Table will also highlight local/regional projects, reports, research and activities.  
The Regional Gatherings will feed in to the Rural Women in a Changing Climate – Statewide Forum, planned for 28 April 2009 in Melbourne CBD.
STATEWIDE FORUM
(28 April 2009, 10:00am – 4:00pm, Sofitel Melbourne on Collins)
The proposed objectives of the Statewide Forum are to:
· provide an opportunity for interested stakeholders and government to hear rural women’s views on drought and climate change and its effect upon their communities

· bring together stakeholders from across rural and regional communities, governments, environment, primary industry and natural resource management sectors to focus on recognising and strengthening community-led responses to drought and climate change

· demonstrate the leadership and representative capacity of women in climate change discussions
· present Regional Impacts Summaries and showcase case studies captured during the Regional Gathering events that provide a snapshot of rural women’s views on drought and climate change 

Audience:
200 stakeholders, comprising 150 rural women who have attended Regional Gatherings and 50 representatives from strategic government and statewide organisations will be invited to the Statewide Forum.
Display:
Climate Change commitments made by rural women in the Regional Gatherings will be displayed at the Statewide Forum.  
