Landcare Festival – 16th and 17th May 2009   
Guest Speaker Listing

Graeme Anderson      “ Thompsons and Spring Ck Catchments”

Graeme Anderson has been involved with landcare, salinity and farm planning programs since 1989. Based in Geelong, he has also lead the Victorian Plantations for Greenhouse program and lead regional farm forestry programs. He now leads the DPI Climate Change extension program as part of the Victorian Government's Future Farming Initiative which aims to assist farmers prepare for the future climate and emissions challenge. 
Graeme fondly recalls working with Thompson Creek and Moriac district landowners in the early days of the first decade of landcare. He will provide an overview of the landcare issues tackled in since those early days, and will provide some context as to what the emerging challenge of climate change will mean for us and the pathways open to us for taking action.   
Graeme Anderson      Senior Subject Specialist - Climate Change
Farm Services Victoria    (03) 52264821         
Department of Primary Industries   PO Box 103, Geelong 3220     www.dpi.vic.gov.au 
Chris Sounness      “ Communicating Seasonal  and Climate Variability Risks in farming”

Chris Sounness works in the Wimmera.  He leads the Wimmera grains team and works on projects in Farmer Decision making, Infrastructure spending and Seasonal Climate Risk. Since 1992 when he moved from WA to the Wimmera rainfall has declined 25% compared to the long term average.   

He is starting to think he has influence far beyond his understanding.  To emphasise this since starting to work in the area of seasonal climate risk there have been two ripper droughts and 2007 was not flash either (A Decile two year).  

Your take home message from this presentation

1) Hope he doesn’t move to Anglesea 

2) The more you understand something the worse it gets.   
Chris Sounness DPI Horsham     03 53620741      0409559364 
Liz Hamilton                "Bioenergy - turning waste into renewable energy"

Bioenergy is a diverse and rapidly growing field which is essentially about generating renewable energy from organic matter, (i.e. biomass). The energy stored in almost any biomass, including food processing waste, manures, crops, woody residues, weeds and sewage is converted into heat, electricity or liquid biofuels via a range of pathways from direct combustion, to methane capture through to 2nd generation biofuels using enzymes to convert woody cellulose and lignin to ethanol. 

Although still a fledgling industry in Victoria, exciting new bioenergy projects and proposals are popping up across this state as more and more people look for innovative ways to reduce our reliance on fossil fuels, reduce our GHG emissions and diverse their agricultural enterprises. 
Liz Hamilton works for the Department of Primary Industries as Senior Bioenergy Industry Officer and is based in Colac
Liz Hamilton,   Farm Services Victoria     Department of Primary Industries 
Senior Bioenergy Industry Officer  DSE Office,  Main St. Gellibrand, 3239 VIC.
Ph no. (03) 52 357204 direct or 52 358201Mob. 0400 780680 - NOTE - no reception at Gellibrand
Email: Liz.hamilton@dpi.vic.gov.au
Website: www.dpi.vic.gov.au/privateforestry 
Ginny Forrest        “ Carbon Market Updates – Earn $$$$$$$$$$$’s from Trees

Ginny is a Senior Project Officer for Carbon & Emissions Management with the Department of Primary Industries based in Horsham. She comes from a background in forestry, specialising in farm forestry, which naturally progressed into carbon capture & storage.
 She has been working in the field of carbon & emissions trading for a couple of years now primarily in the role of explaining what high-level policy decisions will actually mean at the farm gate; how rural landholders can plan for the introduction of emissions trading; and how to take hold of new opportunities emerging with the introduction of living & farming in a carbon constrained economy. 
Ginny Forrest
Senior Project Officer, Carbon & Emissions Management
Farm Services Victoria   Department of Primary Industries
Private Bag 260, Horsham, VIC 3401
ph: 03 - 5362 0748 mob: 0418 373 982  fax: 03 - 5382 5622
e-mail: ginny.forrest@dpi.vic.gov.au
Tim Johnston  “  Understanding Soil Type, Structure and Biology”  
Tim began his employment at Vic DPI as a researcher in 1993 and during this time has developed a sound background in Soil Science, Water Science and Grain Crop Agronomy, with particular emphasis on raised bed cropping and subsurface drainage in grain cropping systems. 
Recent studies investigated water and nutrient losses from crop and pasture systems, with particular emphasis on raised bed cropping in south west Victoria. His current position within DPI is titled 'Soil Health Officer' and involves the coordination of workshops for farmers & advisers in the grains industry in south west Victoria, as part of the statewide 'Healthy Soils' project. Nine workshops have been developed, designed to provide knowledge and skills to both farmers and advisers.   

Soil Health is the 'fitness' or condition of the soil to sustainably support specific uses in relation to its potential, as dictated by the inherent 'quality' of the soil.  Soil health can be linked to other health concepts such as human health, plant health, or animal health.  In all concepts of health, the primary influence on good health is management. This project focuses on providing participants with the knowledge, skills and tools to better manage their soils for improved soil health.

Tim Johnston      Soil Health Officer (Grains - South West Vic) 
Farm Services Victoria 
Dept of Primary Industries   Cnr Little Malop & Fenwick Sts   PO Box 103 Geelong, Vic. 3220. 
P: 03 5226 4723 
E: Tim.Johnston@dpi.vic.gov.au  
W: Soil Health – Victorian Resources Online
Andrew Lucas       “Transition Towns, Think Local, Grow Local, Sell Local”

Andrew Lucas is a Geelong based Permaculture activist, sustainability educator and former garden specialist with the Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden Foundation.  In mid 2008 Andrew Lucas initiated Transition Town Bell – Australia’s third Transition Town project based in the 3215 postcode of Geelong (Bell Park, Bell Post Hill, Hamlyn Heights, North Geelong and Rippleside) and has since spoken widely about Transition Towns throughout Victoria.  Although still in its awareness raising stage ‘Transition Bell’ has worked on the following projects: 

· Solar Hot Water Bulk Purchasing Promotion in conjunction with Geelong Sustainability Group 

· Discounted fruit tree promotion (Transition Bell is the self declared ‘Fruit Tree Capital of Geelong’!)

· Household Solar Power Bulk Purchasing Promotion with the Geelong Sustainability Group. 

· Film screenings focusing on Sustainability and Environmental issues 

· Backyard Wood Oven workshops

· Slow food workshops

· Co-ordination of ‘GreenHome’ sustainability workshops in conjunction with the Australian Conservation Foundation

Links for further information:

http://www.transitionculture.org <http://www.transitionculture.org/> 

www.transitiontowns.org <http://www.transitiontowns.org/> 

http://transitiontowns.org/BellVIC/BellVIC
<http://transitiontowns.org/BellVIC/BellVIC>  

What are Transition Towns, and how have they come about?

‘Transition Towns’ is an inspiring vision and action plan for how a community can transition to an energy lean, carbon constrained, and relocalised future that is abundant, sustainable, pleasurable, and resilient. We stand at a cross roads in human history where the choices we make now – about economic growth, energy usage and carbon emissions will effect generations to come. The Transition Town movement has seized the historic opportunity presented by our global challenges to creatively examine the choices we have and choose the future we want.

Transition Towns began in Totnes, UK in September 2006 and has since morphed into a worldwide movement with over 100 official Transition Towns, cities, counties, and islands, and several thousand who are considering this model for positive change. The Transition Towns movement promotes a “...low energy, more localised future, in which we move from being consumers to being producer/consumers, where food, energy and other essentials are locally produced, local economies are strengthened and we have learned to live more within our means...” 

(Rob Hopkins, The Transition Handbook 2008, co-founder Transition Town

Totnes) 

