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The Western Coastal Board will hold a public meeting on Thursday 11th September as part of its regional program to raise awareness of coastal management issues in Western Victoria.
The Western Coastal Sessions – Surf Coast event will be held at the Surf Coast Shire Council Chambers at Gross mans Rd, Torquay from 6:00-7:30 pm on Thursday 11 September 2008.

“Climate change has really focussed people’s attention on the coast in recent times,” said Mr Lynn Murrell OAM, Chairman of the Western Coastal Board.

“Keeping people aware of new challenges and new initiatives that will affect the way we enjoy the coast into the future is one of the Board’s roles. The Western Coastal Sessions is one of the ways our Board is trying to inform people about contemporary coastal issues in Western Victoria and provide opportunities for public debate.”

“Our speakers will highlight the important initiatives that are happening on the coast. Of particular interest will be the analysis of the findings of the 2006 Census and what is really happening in coastal communities.”

“Local events such as the Western Coastal Sessions will also ensure that our advice to Government is robust and grounded, and we encourage everyone with an interest in the coast to attend.”

The Western Coastal Sessions – Surf Coast program will include:
6pm “Coastal management in Western Victoria” - Lynn Murrell, Chairman Western Coastal Board
620pm “Inside our coastal communities: the demographics of the coast” – Jeremy Reynolds and Dee Johnson, Department of Planning and Community Development
640pm – “Managing the natural resources of the coast” – Don Forsyth, CEO, Corangamite CMA
7pm “Emerging issues on the Surf Coast” – Peter Anderson, Chairman, Great Ocean Road Coast Committee.
Discussion will be held until 730pm.

The event is being co-hosted with the Great Ocean Road Coast Committee, the Corangamite Catchment Management Authority and the Surf Coast Shire.
The Board is established under the Coastal Management Act 1995 and is the champion for the protection and ecologically sustainable development of Western Victoria's coastal and marine areas. The Board provides advice to the Minister for Environment and Climate Change.
For more information see www.wcb.vic.gov.au .   
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